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!  Tradi&onal*tumor*responce*to*CT/RT*5>*predictor*of*
improved*survival*

!  pCR*as*surrogate*of*outcomes*

Improved*outcomes**





6397 pts  

RT- surgery interval> 60days: 
-  ↑ pCR 
-  ↓ OS 

CONCLUSIONS: Delay of surgery for rectal cancer beyond 60 days 
after the completion of neoadjuvant therapy should be done with 
caution  



!  Retrospec&ve*analysis*

!  March*20065*March*2013*
*
!  Locally*advanced*rectal*
cancer*5>*neoadjuvant*CT/
RT*

!  2*groups*5>*&me*to*surgery*

132 pts 

120 pts 

12 pts lost 
at f up 

114 pts 

6 pts no 
surgery 

Group 1  
(≤ 8 weeks) 

51 pts 

Group 2 
(> 8 weeks) 

63 pts 



Primary:*
5  Pathological*complete*responce**
*
Secondary:*
5  Disease*free*survival*(DFS)*
5  Overall*survival*(OS)*
*



Group&1& Group&2&
Gender&
M:F*

**
30:21*

**
44:19*

Median&Age&(range)& *73*(40592)& 70*(43587)*&

Pre&treatment&T&
2*
3*
4*

**
4*
43*
4&

**
6*
56*
1&

Pre&treatment&N&
0*
1 **
2*

**
13*
35*
3&

**
15*
47*
1&

Pre&treatment&stage&
II*
III*
IV*

**
13*
37*
1&

**
14*
48*
1&



Group&1& Group&2&

Radiotherapy*
50,4*Gy/28*fx*
25*Gy/5*fx*

*
45*
6*

*
62*
1*

Chemotherapy*
Yes*

*
42*

*
59*

Surgical*procedure*
5Anterior*resec&on*
5Miles*
5Video*Laparoscopic*
resec&on*

*
39*
9**
3*
*

**
51*
3*
6*

N°*examined*lymph*
nodes*

12** 11*



Group&1&(51&pts)& Group&2&(63&pts)&
Follow*up,*months*
(range)*

*56*(115107)* 43*(175105)**

Interval*RT5surgery*
median*weeks**

*
7*(158)*

**
12*(9517)*

R0&resec?on&status& 48*(94%)* 60*(95%)*
pCR&& 7*(13,7%)* 14*(22.2%)*
Major&pathological&
response&

9*(17.6%)* 19*(30.1%)*

CRM&neg& 48*(94%)* 60*(95%)*



Group&1& Group&2&
Local*
recurrence* 3* 4*

Local*and*
distant*
recurrence*

1* 1*

Distant*
recurrence* 4* 9*

DFS*5*yy* 85,7%* 75,9%*

P=0,9 

*83,7%*vs*92%**

P=0,3 



!  No*significa&ve*differences*in*terms*of*DFS*and*OS*
between*the*2*groups*

!  Favour*trend*but*not*significa&ve*of*pCR*

!  Necessary*prospec&ve*trials*


